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March 2021
Alumni Family,
Spring greetings to you all! I hope this newsletter finds
you well. As we round out our first quarter of 2021, there
are several positive notes I’d like to highlight.
This first is the outstanding generosity we have seen
coming from our alumni thus far for our scholarship
match campaign fundraising efforts. So many of you
have donated (or pledged) your treasure to our Academy
so we can educate the global citizen leaders of tomorrow
to an even higher standard! On a related note, if you
received a call from one of our cadets; how impressive is
the level of professionalism and respect from our Corps
today? The Cadet Lieutenant who called me to ask for a donation spent 5 extra minutes holding a pleasant, genuine
conversation with me about his career goals! If you’re reading this and the telethon is still going, keep in mind that the
Board of Trustees has committed a 100% match to the donations! This is an opportunity for you to double your
generosity!
The second note I will mention is the impressive wherewithal of our Cadet Corps. Achieving success in times of a
pandemic takes a team effort from everyone, and our Corps of Cadets is certainly doing their part to help! They forewent
a spring break in order to avoid a second quarantine later in the semester. Instead of breaking up their second
semester, the Corps will drive straight through and subsequently finish out the academic year early on April 30th, with a
May 1st graduation. (It’s worth mentioning that MMA will be holding our Summer STAR Programs in June, so if you
know a parent who might be interested in enrolling their child, spread the word!)
There’s no question we’ve all felt the social strain of the pandemic; our inability to gather physically as alumni has put a
little bit of a damper on morale over the past year. In order to remedy this, we held a “Virtual Homecoming” last October,
so you wouldn’t miss the events, including a virtual Alumni Outreach Forum. This year for Founder’s Day we’ll be
holding another Alumni Outreach Forum for all of us to get together, socialize, and discuss ideas!
April 16th at 5PM on Zoom: Meeting ID: 379 044 2027 Passcode: ALUMNI
I’m looking forward to seeing you there! If anyone has any questions, comments, or wants to get involved with the
Alumni Outreach Committee, please get in touch with me at oak.mcculloch@gmail.com.
Non Nobis Solum!
Oakland V. McCulloch ‘07
Alumni Liaison, Board of Trustees, Massanutten Military Academy

Virtual Homecoming 2020
Homecoming looked a bit different this year than previous years. We did not have parents or alumni on
campus due to COVID-19, but that did not stop us from having a wonderful virtual homecoming!
We hosted Zoom virtual cocktail parties and meetings for alumni to get together and reminisce. Many of you
took of us up on that. Memories were shared and ideas to connect with one another and Massanutten were
generated. Other notable events from the weekend included:
Cadet parade- Wow, did they look sharp!
Academic fair with displays and demonstrations
Talent show highlighted the skills of our current cadets
Though it was a great Homecoming, we look forward to having you back on campus for the 2021
Homecoming celebration.

Last Roll Call 2020
Massanutten Military Academy was proud
to honor those Alumni who have fallen
before us in our Last Roll Call ceremony.
The official 2020 Last Roll Call Ceremony
was held during the Virtual Homecoming
Weekend. The Parade and Last Roll Call
video can be found on the Massanutten
Military Academy YouTube page.
If there is someone you know that should
be added to the 2021 Last Roll Call please
send information to:
alumni@militaryschool.com

Matt W.Fields ‘44
John T. Benyon Sr. ‘47
Ann B. Stamm ‘47
John L. Jones Jr. ‘49
Armand Batastini Jr. ‘50
Robert W. McMillan ‘53
William H. Bond ‘54
Thomas Eidell ‘55
John Warehime ‘56
Ernest J. Robinson Jr. ‘57
Hartley D. Byers ‘58
John Wesley III ‘58
Fernando Urea ‘63

Roy Paddock ‘63
Kenneth A. Sterling ‘64
George H. Rishell ‘66
John R. Ruhlin ‘67
Dean Deforest ‘67
Adam Dietrich ‘70
Douglas South ‘70
Scott A. Armstrong ‘75
Sean Patrick Fogarty ‘86
Daniel Y. Brubach ‘87
Alexander J. Thompson ‘99
Craig M. Walkinshaw ‘02

Letter from the Head of School
Dear MMA Alumni,
This year has been one of the best years in recent history. Having the cadets on campus, despite what was going
on in the world around us, has shown us what collaboration, teamwork and dedication really look like. Our amazing
cadets have become a family. They care for one another and demonstrate it each day in their deeds and actions.
Our faculty and staff have shown what empathy, selflessness and thoughtfulness truly mean. The time they have
devoted ensuring the cadets are cared for and feel like they truly matter has been nothing short of awe-inspiring.
The only thing that has been missing this year is you, our alumni. I cannot wait until we are able to have you back
on campus to see the wonderful things happening. I know you would be as proud as I am.
We currently have a Board Match Scholarship Fund Campaign. This fundraising effort was established to change
the lives of current and prospective cadets who may not have the funds to attend Massanutten. I hope you will
assist us in this endeavor and donate to this campaign.
I know online is not the same as being on campus, but I hope you will take some time to join us for Virtual
Founders Day. We would love to show you our cadets marching in the parade and showing off their work during
the academic fair.
I hope you are all staying safe and doing well during this unique time in our history. Until I see you back on
campus, please keep supporting us and getting the word out to your friends and colleagues.

Sincerely,
Kim Elshafie-Layman
Head of School

Mr. Randy Arbaugh
Mrs. Jan Bakker
Mrs. Betty Page Benchoff
Mr. Niel Brown
Mr. Jack Cook
Mr. Richard Ellis
Mr. Paul Lauter
Mr. Bill Magruder

Mr. Charles Ogilvie
Mr. Bill and Mrs. Olga Prew
Mr. Steve Rehman
Mr. Bryan Segall
Mr. Kent Snider
Dr. Manus Spanier
Mr. Daniel Watkins

If you have included MMA in your estate plans and your name is not listed above, please let us know.
We value your commitment to us and invite you to join the Legacy Society.
For more information please contact Kristen Dailey at kdailey@militaryschool.com

MASSANUTTEN ALUMNI UPDATES
Jakob Long '16
Jakob Long, a 23 year old currently working as a project engineer at
Brandenburg Industrial Service Company, graduated from MMA as Cadet
Battalion Commander in the class of 2016. He attended Drexel University
and West Chester University until leaving to pursue a career in the
demolition industry. He hopes to finish up his degree online while traveling
the United States with his company on various demolition jobs. He is also
a part-time musician, with a song out on Spotify and Apple Music (Boots
N’ Roots - “Mystery of Love”). Since leaving Massanutten Military
Academy, Jakob has always looked back on everything he has learned,
and applied the knowledge to become successful in where he is today.

Riga Sargent '18
Riga Sargent graduated from MMA in 2018 then went on to attend a
year of preparatory school at New Mexico Military Institute. She now
studies at the United States Merchant Marine Academy. Riga is
majoring in marine transportation where she will eventually get a job
as a 3rd Mate onboard a commercial shipping vessel. She is a part
of the Varsity Offshore Sailing team at the academy where she
holds the position of bowman. She also enjoys working with the
animals on her farm including chickens, horses, and emus, as well
as gardening in her free time.

Elizabeth Najjar '19
Elizabeth Najjar is currently a triple major in criminal
justice, government: politics and policy, and pre-law
and is planning on attending law school and
becoming fluent in Arabic. She will be attending
Liberty University in the Fall of 2021. Elizabeth is an
active member of Army ROTC and is also a Human
Resources Specialist in the Army National Guard.

Jacob Williams '18
Jacob Williams will be graduating May 2021 with a
degree in Business Technology Administration and an
MBA Prep Certificate from University of Maryland,
Baltimore County. He completed both programs within 3
years of study. After graduation, he will be working for
Morgan Stanley as an Operations Analyst.

Virtual Founders Day 2021
Though we are not able to have guests on campus,
we will have Virtual Founders Day, April 16-18.
There will be a Zoom meeting for alumni to get
together on:
April 16th at 5PM on Zoom
Meeting ID: 379 044 2027
Passcode: ALUMNI
We will also have a parade and a talent show. Stay
tuned for the schedule of events!
Founders Day baskets will be available for sale. If you
would like to purchase one, please contact Natasha
Magalis at nmagalis@militaryschool.com.

$100,000 Massanutten Scholarship
Match Campaign
We are asking the MMA family to join the Massanutten
Scholarship Challenge! The MMA Board of Trustees is
matching gifts from February 1st-April 2nd, so your gift
will be worth twice as much.There is no better time to
show your support for Massanutten Military Academy!

Easy ways to give:
Online:
https://apply.militaryschool.com/donate
Mail:
ATTN: MMA Scholarship Fund Campaign
614 S. Main Street
Woodstock, VA 22664
Phone:
540.459.2167

Massanutten's COVID-19 Plan
Massanutten staff has disinfected buildings and added signage to prepare for cadets and visitors to
return to campus with safety measures in place. We are continuing to follow the CDC guidelines for
schools for on-campus learning.
The current policies and procedures:
increased disinfection
signage to promote health and safety measures
social distancing floor stickers
hand sanitizer stations throughout campus
quarantining all cadets for the first 14 days on campus and providing classes via Canvas
ensuring one cadet per room for the first 14 days on campus
altering the school calendar to limit travel to and from campus
designated quarantine housing in case there is a COVID-19 positive case or exposure
screening those on campus for fever and other COVID-19 symptoms
social distancing measures in classrooms and other shared spaces
use of masks
replacing sports with organized PT
prohibiting cadets from sharing personal items with others
air purifiers have been installed in classrooms, mess hall, and Caskey Auditorium

Last Roll Call 2021
Massanutten Military Academy is proud to
honor those Alumni who have fallen before us
in our Last Roll Call ceremony. The official
Last Roll Call Ceremony will be held during
the 2021 Homecoming Weekend celebration.
If there is someone you know that should be
added to the Last Roll Call please send
information to: alumni@militaryschool.com
Ray Whittington Kern ‘41
Todd Joseph Faucette ‘72
Ralph Delmore Wheeler Jr. ’75
Walter John Farozic ‘87

Important Dates
End of School 2020-21 SY - April 30
Graduation - May 1
Summer Camps - May 15-June 12
Summer School - June 19-July 24
Registration Days for 2021-22 SY - August 7-8
Homecoming Weekend - October 15-17
Veterans Day Parade - November 11

COLONEL NEWS
Cadets have been fortunate this year to have an
in-person education and a normal cadet experience.
They have definitely made the most of this year and
enjoyed it thoroughly. The faculty and staff duty teams
have made sure the cadets did not miss out on fun
activities throughout this school year.
Some of the awesome activities the cadets have
participated in this year are rope bridging, obstacle
course, rappelling, scavenger hunts, on campus sports,
and many more.

Gone But Not Forgotten
Michael Wayne Jewel
Michael Wayne Jewel, 60, of Mount Jackson, passed away at his
home surrounded by his family on Sunday, August 30, 2020. Michael
was a veteran of the United States Army, a former member of the
Warren County Sheriff's Office and the Front Royal Police Department.
He was an avid motorcycle rider, liked to read ghost stories and watch
old black and white television shows. Mike worked at MMA as the
Facilities Director and Campus Security from 2010-2019. He was
known for his jolly laugh, contagious smile, and huge coffee cup.
He will always be remembered.

James Richard Kerns
James Richard Kerns, 87, of Stafford County passed away on
Tuesday, September 1, 2020 at his home. SGM Kerns will, first and
foremost, be remembered as a professional soldier, De Oppresso
Liber. He was active in the Special Forces Association, a member of
American Legion, VFW, and a proud member of the NRA. SGT Kerns
was a life molding mentor for many MMA alumni. He will hold a place
in our hearts forever.

Norman Curtis Henry
Norman Curtis Henry, 71, of New Market, passed away Tuesday,
February 23, 2021. Mr. Henry was born August 6, 1949 in Woodstock,
son of the late Robert Lee Henry and Christine Whitmore Henry. He
was a graduate of Central High School. He was a retired Army veteran
(Sergeant First Class) and a bronze star recipient, who served during
the Vietnam War and Desert Storm. After retirement he worked at
Massanutten Military Academy. He was a very detailed and loved TAC
officer, serving at MMA two separate times. He loved his job because
he loved the students. He will surely be missed.

MMA ALUMNI IN THE PROS
Travis Fulgham, a Massanutten 2012-2013 cadet, began playing football at MMA after primarily
playing soccer and basketball. In Travis’ time at the Academy he managed to obtain 1,614
receiving yards, 58 catches and 14 receiving touchdowns. Upon transferring from Massanutten to
Broad Run High School he had no D1 offers. He was planning to walk on at Old Dominion
University, but by the end of his fall camp he earned a scholarship. After playing five years at
ODU, Travis was a sixth round draft pick to the Detroit Lions. Travis was waived by the Lions, and
picked up by the Packers to be a member of the practice squad. He was waived again and then
claimed by the Philadelphia Eagles. As a member of the Eagles practice squad, Fulgham ended
up seeing the field against the 49ers in a week 4 matchup on Sunday Night Football. Travis caught
a touchdown pass which put the Eagles in the lead. Since that game, Travis has had a successful
career in the NFL. He has racked up 23 receptions for 357 yards and a touchdown in three
consecutive games. Be sure to check out this MMA Alum and support #13 when watching the
Philadelphia Eagles!

TRAVIS FULGHAM

#13 Baltimore ravens
#13 Philadelphia Eagles

