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Alumni, family, and friends filled the campus as Massanutten
Military Academy enjoyed the largest turnout for Homecoming
weekend in years to celebrate the 120th anniversary of the
school!
The festivities began on Friday with a students vs. faculty kickball game. The students rotated each inning so that as many
cadets could participate as possible. To nobody’s surprise, the
students were victorious, but everyone had a great time.
After the kickball game, we had alumni welcome and registration that led into tours of the campus. Parent-teacher conferences were held, which allowed each faculty member to meet with any parents who were in attendance.
The highlight of Day 1 for Homecoming was the
PG basketball scrimmage which allowed students, parents, faculty, and friends to have their
first glimpse at the 2019-20 team in action. Coach
Curtis Peery split his team into two squads: the
purple-jerseyed squad edged the white jerseys
82-78. Mali’s Cadet Touba Traore (Class of 2020)
thrilled the audience with many thunderous dunks,
while Cadet Markus Ilver (Class of 2021), who
is from Estonia, proved his perimeter expertise
with several three-pointers and guard Cadet A.J.
Davis (Class of 2021) sliced his way through traffic
throughout the match.

The highlight of Day 1 for Homecoming was the PG basketball scrimmage which allowed students, parents,
faculty, and friends to have their first glimpse at the 2019-20 team in action. Coach Curtis Peery split his team
into two squads: the purple-jerseyed squad edged the white jerseys 82-78. Mali’s Cadet Touba Traore (Class
of 2020) thrilled the audience with many thunderous dunks, while Cadet Markus Ilver (Class of 2021), who is
from Estonia, proved his perimeter expertise with several three-pointers and guard Cadet A.J. Davis (Class of
2021) sliced his way through traffic throughout the match.
At halftime, MMA honored the 1986 Virginia Independent Conference champions at centercourt. An MMA gift
bag and a game helmet were given to each of the former teammates who were present: Shane Case, Thomas
McAdoo, Brian Moreland, and Joseph Trotter. Also honored at halftime was last year’s state champion rifle
team. The four honorees included two current students–Cadet Major Grochalski and Cadet First Sergeant
Hilleary–and two graduates from the Class of 2019: Cadet Fitzgerald and former Battalion Commander Herring, who could not attend but was represented by her parents.
The day wound down with a Cadet and Parents Dinner Date for the student and a reception at American
Legion Post 199 for the alumni. Saturday’s events were just as action-packed with a Parent Teacher Organization meeting starting the day at Caskey Auditorium.
Immediately after the PTO meeting, the cadets formed for parade on Company Street that led onto the football field. Board of Trustee member Oak McCullough (Class of 2007) had the honor of reading the Last Roll
Call, which recognized the passing of 24 MMA alumni.
At brunch, Chairman of the Board of Trustees William Magruder (Class of 1967) announced that Kent Kretzler
(Class of 1969) has donated the funds needed to build a fire pit that will be located just outside center field of
the baseball field. The fire pit is expected to be built and ready for use in the 2020-21 academic school year.
Mr. Magruder also recognized Board of Trustee member Melody Hutsell (Class of 1979) for the vast amount of
work she does for MMA year round. The guest speaker was Tanya Mazarowski, who gave a moving talk about
how proud she is of seeing her son, Sgt. Hilleary (Class of 2021), grow into a young adult at MMA.

In the afternoon, the football stands were filled with fans! First-year Coach Rob Campbell led his 40-player roster against St. Michael the Archangel. Cadets Sean Maertzig, Sam Sawyer, and Joshua Daiker had exceptional games and provided high expectations for a rebuilding program that will continue to improve. At halftime,
current and former cadets competed in a knock-out drill that was run by Cadet Major Grochalski. Cadet Nagel
was the cadet winner and alumnus Jovan Holmes (Class of 2016) was the alumni winner.
After an Alumni Outreach Forum in the late afternoon, the day was capped with the premier event of the entire
weekend: the 2019 Homecoming Dinner & Dance that was held in Cook & Kitchen Dining Hall. This year’s
theme was a 1950’s Sock Hop. Cadet Pezzino was named Homecoming King and Cadet Suter was the Homecoming Queen. Turnout was extraordinary for the dance, which had a packed floor of cadets dancing and
enjoying themselves. While the students were dancing away the night, alumni gathered at the Woodstock Brewhouse. Dozens of alumni, faculty, staff members, and their friends packed the back room at the restaurant.
The weekend came to a close on Sunday after a morning service in the chapel followed by a breakfast bar in
the Hayes Activity Center.

Homecoming

In Memory
• Russell Lewis Wilhour ‘31
• James McClellan ‘44
• Rudy Warrington Cabell Jr. ‘45
• Walter Colteryahn ‘45
• Paul M. Kunst ‘48
• Kenneth McAdoo ‘52
• James Alexander McWhorter ‘53
• John William Roller ‘53
• John “Jack” Bauserman ‘55
• Thomas Braswell ‘59
• William Russell Weigle ’61
• Richard Hull ‘62

• Richard Jackson Stower ‘62
• William Davis Caldwell ‘64
• William Lynn Jr. ‘65
• Samuel James Carson ‘67
• Charles Thomas Barton ‘67
• Thomas Henry Coolidge ‘68
• Stewart Bair, Sr. ‘70
• George Benner Moyle II ‘71
• James Rosemond ‘77
• Joel McCullough ‘79
• Ridge Wiseman ‘02

Thank You
Members Of The Massanutten Family:
Being awarded the Alumni Of The Year was such a wonderful surprise and I was so moved that I was
unable to properly express my gratitude.
I am so very proud of my (our) school, proud of our fabulous cadets, proud of the wonderful faculty &
staff, proud of our terrific administration, and proud of my fellow alumni! Each member of this team
works tirelessly be-cause of a shared belief that a quality education has the ability to change a young
persons life.
Every member of this MMA family has been a blessing and a joy in my life. Their constant un-selfish
demonstration of hard work and generosity continues to inspire and challenge me. Mostly, when each
of you shares your knowledge and wisdom with me, it further sparks my desire to be a good
ambassador for MMA!
Please accept my heartfelt thanks!

Non Nobis Solum
Melody Leverett Hutsell
Class of 1979

Important Dates
Career Day - February 7
Ring Dance - February 22
Founders Day - April 3-5
2020 Military Ball - April 25
Apple Blossom Parade - May 2
Graduation Day - May 16
75th WWII celebration - April 17-19
The Girl Who Wore Freedom Screening - April 18

Many Thanks
A huge thank you to Steve
Rehman for funding new windows
for the Benchoff building.
Your dedication and love for the
school does not go unnoticed.
A big thank you to Daniel Watkins
and Robert Martinko for all their help
creating the handicap walkway at the
memorial gymnasium.

Help Us Celebrate our 120th Anniversary
and purchase a paver for the Handicap
walkway at Memorial Gym

Massanutten’s Legacy Society
The gift that keeps giving...

Current and Past Members of the
Legacy Society

The Legacy Society at Massanutten
Military Academy is an honorary society
recognizing individuals who have included
the Academy in their estate plans through
a life insurance policy, will, trust, lifeincome gift, or other planned gift.

Bill and Olga Prew
Mr. Niel Brown
Mrs. Jan Bakker
Mr. Jack Cook
Mr. Richard Ellis
Mr. Paul Lauter
Mr. Charles Ogilvie

Mr. Larry Smith
Mr. Kent Snider
Mr. Randy Arbaugh
Dr. Manus Spanier
Mrs. Betty Page Benchoff
Mr. Bill Magrudar
Mr. Daniel Watkins
Mr. Steve Rehman

If you have included MMA in your estate plans and your name is not listed above, please let
us know. We value your commitment to us and invite you to join the Legacy Society. For
more information please contact Natasha Magalis at alumni@militaryschool.com
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Athletics

Meet the new PG Basketball Head Coach, Curtis Peery and Athletics Director, Mike Costello.
Curtis Peery was name Head Post Graduate Basketball Coach at Massanutten Military Academy in August after serving as the Assistant PG Coach and Director of Athletics during the 2018-2019 season. Prior
to MMA, Peery served two years at Ferrum College as an Assistant Coach from 2016-2018. Peery came
to Ferrum from Roanoke College, where he served two years as an Assistant Coach, and the Head Men’s
JV Basketball Coach and Head Men’s Golf Coach, responsible for all aspects of both programs. Prior to
his tenure at Roanoke he served two years as Assistant Men’s Basketball Coach at University of Maryland-Eastern Shore from 2012-14, and three years as a graduate assistant at UMES.
Peery was a standout for Roanoke College as
a player, closing his career in 2009 in the #11
spot in school history in scoring with 1,349
career points. He also finished 11th in career
rebounds with 649 and 10th in career free
throws with 304. Roanoke’s win/loss was a
combined 68-39 during his four-year playing
career.

Curtis Peery, Head PG Basketball Coach

Peery graduated from Roanoke College with a
Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration
in 2009, then went on to earn his Master’s
degree in Criminal Justice & Criminology from
Maryland Eastern Shore in 2011.

Mike Costello rejoined the Massanutten Military Academy’s staff as the athletic director and librarian. This
school year marks his 31st year in education, his 29th as an athletic administrator and will be his 11 year at
MMA. Costello was named Delaney Athletic Conference (DAC) Coach of the Year for guiding the 1998-99
MMA boy’s basketball team to a regular-season conference title. Nearly 20 years later, he received the
same award for leading the Wakefield Country Day School’s boys’ basketball team to a regular-season cochampionship in the 2016-17 season. He was named Coach of the Year a third time just last year for
leading the WCDS boys’ basketball team to a regular-season championship.
Costello’s crowning achievement came in 2003 when the Virginia Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association (VIAAA) named him the Athletic
Administrator of the Year for all independent schools.
During his three decades in athletics, Costello has coached basketball,
cross country, football, and tennis. Highlights of his athletics include coaching two of MMA’s best athletes: Lee Durette (Class of 2003) scored 1,000
points for the boys’ basketball team and Eric Jenkins was a 1,000-yard
running back and before leaving school prior to graduation.
Having been part of great athletic achievement at MMA in the past, Costello says even better times are just around the corner. “As we continue to
build our enrollment and profile of students and student-athletes, I hope for
continued improvement in our competitiveness with hard work and dedication,” he said.

Mike Costello, Athletics Director

Cadet Referal Program
Alumni can receive 10% of the final tuition paid for the school year for
boarding students for whom they are the primary referral source.
Alumni Social Media Reference
Please join the Alumni Facebook page to interact with all of the MMA news
Facebook - Massanutten Military Academy Alumni Office

SUPPORT MMA
There are several monetary contribution options, donation club choices include monthly donations anywhere from $ 1 - 10,000. For your convenience
we have provided a contribution form with various payment options. If choosing the credit card option the amount of the chosen club will be automatically
deducted from your account on a monthly basis. Simply fill out the form and return with your tax deductible donation and become a member of one of
these clubs today! We greatly appreciate any and donations made to the academy.

Club Choices

Types of Donations

$1-249 Sergeant’s Club

In-Kind - In kind donations are goods and services donated rather

$250-499 2nd Lieutenant’s Club
$500-999 1st Lieutenant’s Club
$1000-2499 Captain’s Club
$2500-4999 Major’s Club
$5000-9999 LTC Club
$10,000+ Colonel’s Club

than money (tickets, trips, sports equipment, trips)

Remember to connect
your Amazon account
to the Amazon Smile
Foundation, which
donates a portion of the
price of eligible
purchases to MMA. Go
to smile.amazon.com

Matching Gifts - Some companies match charitable contributions made
by their employee dollar for dollar. Provide our employer with our EIN
information (Massanutten Academy Foundation EIN: 54-1766516).
Restricted giving - You specifically determine where you would like your donation to be
used. Ex. scholarships, PG Basketball, Rifle Range, Instruments.
Planned giving - Planned giving is a contribution that is planned today to be presented at
a future date. (estate gifts, annuities, stock, ect.)

